
PTO Meeting Minutes – September 6, 2011  
7:30PM, Home of Meghan Wilmot 
 
 
In Attendance 
Jen Bachman, Colleen Barth, Kristin Becket, Melanie Bradish, Diane Cohle, Cherie Cremer, Pam Emel, 
Juliette Hyson, Paulette Jacobs, Lisa Jones, Jen Kleppe, Bernie Logan, Jen Marsala, Kristen Kirk 
Mayock, Darcy McGroarty, Kelly Pugliese, Meg Rafter, Whitney Siddons, Ann Simpson, Meghan Wilmot, 
Kim Zahlaway,  
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes were approved from the June 7, 2011 PTO Meeting 
 

Principal’s Report – Diane Cohle 

• We have had a wonderful, smooth opening this year. The parent tours were a success.  

• On Thursday, we are having a 50
th
 birthday celebration for Hillside. (Hillside opened 50 years ago 

tomorrow.) The school has sent invitations and has gotten letters from previous staff members. 
There will be relics, entertainment, cake, and refreshments on Thursday night. A Hillside flag was 
raised in honor of the 50

th
 birthday; thanks to the PTO for purchasing it. 

• On September 30, there will be a children’s-oriented program at the school to celebrate Hillside’s 
50

th
 birthday. The kids will sing happy birthday and plant a tree. 

• There are four curriculum nights (which should alleviate parking): 

� Kindergarten – done already 

� September 14 – Second Grade 

� September 15 – First Grade 

� September 27 – Third and Fourth Grade 

• There is an amazing staff this year; one of the best that she has ever worked with. Very few 
people were hired; people have been transferred from other parts of the district. 

• Someone asked Mrs. Cohle a question about the new reading curriculum. She will show a Power 
Point presentation on curriculum night. The materials are newer than the previous program, but 
the strategies and the overall curriculum are the same. 

 

President’s Report – Kristin Becket and Meghan Wilmot 

• The PTO hosted a breakfast for the teachers at the start of the year, which went smoothly. 

   

VP Membership and School Services – Pam Emel 

• New family tours went more smoothly than last year, partly due to staggered arrivals. People 
commented that the playdates were well-received and were a great idea. (They’ll try to do more 
playdates next year.) 

• Pam is starting a Drama Club, brought by Theatre Horizon. Whitney Siddons has agreed to co-
chair the club. The club will run for 18 weeks (one rehearsal per week for 17 weeks, and a 2-hour 
performance). The club is for 3

rd
 and 4

th
 graders. They want a parent to be present at each 

rehearsal. The approximate time frame will be October through March. It will be capped at 25 
kids. Whitney commented that she is a proponent of acting for non-actors – for kids to develop life 
skills such as focus, spontaneity, public speaking, etc. 



• The cost for renting rooms will be the same as last year. Pam will let Mad Science know about 
this. 

• We are still looking for a person to chair Junior Great Books. 

 

VP Fundraising – Darcy McGroarty 

• Handel’s Ice Cream Spirit Day – Wednesday, September 14 from 3-8PM. You need to take the 
flyer in order for the school to receive a portion of the proceeds; the flyer can be found in the 
Hillside Highlights and in the back-to-school packets. 

• We have raised $600 so far through the PTO Sponsor Program. It is an ongoing program 
throughout the year. 

• TD Bank Affinity Program – People can sign up with a simple phone call. The donation is from TD 
Bank (at no cost to the individuals who sign up). We need 50 clients to sign up or they will drop us 
by October. We have about 15 clients signed up now. 

• There is a parent social in February with a Valentine’s Theme. (We have this fundraising party 
every two years.) The PTO is being asked to set up a Paypal account so that people can pay and 
bid online. Darcy asked Meg to look into this; they will work on it. 

 

VP Cultural Arts – Juliette Hyson 

• There is no separate cultural arts brochure this year, but instead the PTO put the cultural arts 
events in the bi-fold PTO brochure. 

• September Cultural Events: 

� September 26 – First Grade Show with the Franklin Institute. A weather show – has some 
noise and environmental factors. Kids with sensory issues may want to sit back further. 

� September 27 – Van Go – Museum in a bus. We are looking for people to help shuttle the 
kids in and out fo the bus, and to keep an eye on the kids. 

• In October, there will be an author visit by Mark Kistler - Learn to Draw 3D Art 

• Illustrator and author Patricia Polacco will be visiting Hillside this fall. Last time we ordered five or 
six paperback books. This time, do we want to do paperback or hardback? Or a mix? We 
discussed the profit on the books. We could offer a 20% discount on the books, or we could make 
the profit, or we could get a 25% in-store credit for the teachers and librarians. Comments from 
those at the meeting indicated that people leaned toward passing the savings on to the parents. 

• We need a third grade parent to help Adam Haines with chorus/band/orchestra. The order t-
shirts, Adam coordinates some parties (after concerts), there is a group sale to a local concert, 
etc. Melanie Bradish expressed interest in helping with this. 

• The fourth grade is going to Philadelphia this near (not Harrisburg). 

• Christa Amos will be heading up the Talent Show, and will have auditions on November 4, 
rehearsal on November 29, and the show will be on December 2. (The dates still need to be 
confirmed.) 

• This is Juliette’s last year as the VP of Cultural Arts. Next year, they may want to break down the 
cultural arts responsibilities into three smaller programs:  Grade Level Programs, Author Visits, 
and Theme Week. Get the word out on this. 

 



VP Social Functions – Jen Kleppe 

• Movie Night is being chaired by Susan Hirschman. We still need to approve funding for this 
activity. Mr. Pechin suggested having a movie night, charging $5 per kid, and having a cap of 100 
kids. Do we want to charge $5, or just charge a dollar or two to cover the cost of water, etc.? 
There was discussion about doing two or three movie nights throughout the year, to be able to 
have movies appropriate for different grade levels.  

• Carol Overend is ready to go for Thursday’s Open House and Birthday Celebration. There was 
discussion as to whether we would have core parents in the classrooms from 5-8PM. Kelly’s 
class spokespeople aren’t determined yet to be able to call on them for help. A signup sheet was 
passed around at the PTO meeting in order for people to sign up to help monitor the classrooms. 

 

Secretary – Jen Marsala 

• A thank you note was passed around from Mrs. Benton. 

• Jen asked Mrs. Cohle about the procedure for making photocopies for flyers (for the directory 
flyer or other forms). People can ask Mrs. Baskin to show them how to use the copier. 

 

Treasurer – Meg Rafter 

• Meg is working on the budget. 

• We closed the Genuardi’s account. 

• Every teacher will get a check from the PTO. 

 

New Business 

• Lisa Lukens, a teacher on assignment for technology in the district, is willing to do a presentation 
on October 25 – on the topic of keeping kids safe on the internet, social networking, etc. We need 
someone to head this up. (Correction:  Karen Celebuski is already working with Lisa Lukens to 
organize this presentation.) 

• Caryn Haag has requested that the PTO provide budget funds for Walk to School Week. Specific 
requests were for a sign and for flyers. It was decided that the PTO will pay for the sign, and the 
flyers can be copied at Hillside. (The flyers should be copied in black and white this year. Last 
year, we paid for the color flyers with monies from the Safe Routes to School Grant, which is not 
available to use this year.) 

 

Announcements and Additional Comments: 

• Kristen Kirk Mayock – presented information about the Interschool Council and encouraged 
people to come. The first ISC meeting is on September 14 at 7PM at the Admin. Offices. The 
meetings are very informative. If there is a topic or issue that you want to know about, Kristen and 
Andrea (Roundtree) can present or ask for you. It is a casual, laid back type of meeting. More 
information will be coming out in the Hillside Highlights. 

• Lisa Jones – This year, the PTO will be giving a free directory to each family, and extra copies of 
the directory will cost $5 each. Permission pads are already available and cost $1.25. Lisa will 
contact Colleen Mullin regarding selling them in the school store, and will send an email to Dawn 
and a PDF to Mr. Smith to get the forms posted in the Hillside Highlights. Permission pads will be 
sold at Open House. 

• Diane Harnish (not present) – is heading up the parent social and coming up with ideas. 



• ARCH – has a bunch of workshops coming up. There is a flyer in the opening packet with more 
information.  Monthly webinars – new this year. On Tuesday, October 4, there is a webinar from 
8-9PM, for parents with kids ages 6-12.  (Title: Resilient from the Start; Building a Strong 
Foundation.)  On Monday, October 3, there is a webinar from 8-9PM for parents with kids ages 
13-18. (Title:  Teens and Alcohol Use Implications on Mind and Body). Arch meets once a month 
and all parents are welcome. The first ARCH meeting is Wednesday, September 29, 2011 from 
9-10:15AM at the TE School District Offices in Wayne. 

• Halloween costume sales – October 6 (at Hillside from 3-6PM) and October 21 (during Pizza 
Bingo). People can donate old costumes, and the costumes will be sold for $5 each. 

• Bernie Logan – presented information about the Dental Clinic. They have a one-chair clinic on 
Thursdays. It’s a great program, and parents are needed as volunteers to get the kids to the 
clinic. 

• A check is needed for Mrs. Burke for a baby gift ($50). 

 

The meeting was adjourned around 9PM. 

 

The next PTO Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 5 at 9:10AM 


